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Sir: 

Transmitted herewith for filing in connection with the above-identified application are the 
following: 



t3 Preliminary Amendment (3 pages); and 
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* If the entry in Col 1 is less than the entry in Col. 2, write "0" in Col. 3. 
*♦ If the "Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is less than 20, write "20" in this space. 
*** If the "Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is less than 3, write "3" in this space. 

The "Highest Number Previously Paid For" (Total or Independent) is the highest number found from the equivalent box in Col. I of a prior amendment or the number 
of claims originally filed. 

Please charge any additional fees or credit any overpayments associated with this 
communication to our Deposit Account No. 12-0080. A duplicate copy of this sheet is 
enclosed. 
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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service as first 
class mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, Initial Patent Examination Office, 
Washington, D.C. 20231 on the date set forth below. 



Date of Signature 



By: 




Cynthia L. Kanik, Ph.D. 
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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



Dear Sir: 

Prior to examination, please amend the above-identified patent application as follows: 

In the specification:/ 

Please amend the first two sentences on page 1 , which were entered into the specification 
by amendment on August 28, 2001, with the following: 



This application is a continuation application of U.S. Serial No. 09/065,019 filed on April 
17, 1998, (now U.S. Patent No. 6,280,968), which is entitled to claim priority under 35 U.S.C. § 
1 19 to Japanese Patent Application Serial No. 7/280272/1995 filed on October 27, 1995, and 
PCT/JP96/03061 filed on October 22, 1996. The contents of all of the aforementioned 
applications are hereby incorporated by reference. 



